116            THE

ments in politics with fully as much care as a
good judge preparing for the courts.

We all know the conclusion he reached in re-
gard to the Boer War.1 He took the view, on
the facts of the case, that the war was by no
means inevitable. He held strongly throughout
the following years that the war was the result
of bad statesmanship. He did not deny the
wrongs of the Uitlanders ; but he believed that
the results of the war could have been achieved
by the patient pursuit of peaceful diplomacy.
This view has certainly been strengthened since
those days by that very remarkable book. The
Autobiography of Sir William Butler.2

Throughout the most bitter period of the con-
troversy that followed Mr. Lloyd G-eorge always
admitted that there were two sides to the case.
He absolutely refused to join in the utter dam-
nation of those Liberals, such as Mr, Asquith
and Sir Edward Grey, who supported the war.
" We take a different view of the facts/' was his
way of putting it; and perhaps this view ex-
plains why he refused to make the quarrel over
the Boer War a dividing issue within the Liberal
Party. There were extremists on both sides
who wanted to part company; and there were
pro-Boers who even rejoiced when that strange
creation, the Liberal League, came into being,
Mr. Lloyd George was not one of these. Sir
Edward Grey on the side of the war Liberals,

1  His first public utterance was on October 27th, just before
the House rose.
2  Sir William Butler: An Autobiography.    By Lieut.-General
Sir W. F. Butler, G.C.B.   (London: Constable & Co., Ltd., 1911.)